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this volume presents comprehensive case studies on various topics in religious studies it aims at bringing about the dynamics of
change and innovations that characterise the study of religions in contemporary nigerian society the work focusses on biblical
studies church history islamic studies and african traditional religions

the bibliography lists about 10 000 titles of monographs collections and articles in the field of the philosophy of religion and
philosophical theology that appeared between 1955 and 2005 the majority of them are in the english language but publications in
german dutch and french are listed as well though it is not claimed to be exhaustive the bibliography offers a fairly representative
survey of scholarly work on the main topics of interest publications have been systematically classified according to eleven main
categories  introductions  surveys  and  historical  issues  part  i  religious  language  part  ii  religious  experience  part  iii  religious
epistemology part iv theism part v hermeneutics part vi religion and science part vii religion and aesthetics part viii religion and
morality part ix religious pluralism part x and feminist philosophy of religion part xi  part iii  has been subdivided into religious
experience and mystical experience part vii into the concept of god arguments for the existence of god the problem of evil and
atheism and part vii into general and historical issues theological issues and implications of modern physics cosmology and biology
the bibliography will particularly be useful to scholars teachers and students in the philosophy of religion philosophical theology and
systematic theology as well as to those who are interested professionally or otherwise in the results of academic scholarship in
those fields

this  volume aims to  revitalize  the  exchange between sociological  differentiation  theory  and the  sociology of  religion  which
previously held center stage among the sociological classics it brings together contributions from different disciplines as well as
various forms of regional and historical expertise which are indispensable in forming a globally oriented sociological perspective
today secularization is understood as a process of boundary demarcation that is as the enactment of semantic practical and
institutional distinctions between religion and other spheres of activity and knowledge these distinctions may emerge from within
the religious field itself or may be absorbed into the field having originally emerged elsewhere they may even be directly imposed
upon religion by external forces the volume is therefore based on the premise that societal differentiation and secularity as a
specific expression of it is a widespread structural feature that nonetheless takes on various forms depending on its historical and
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cultural context in order to make this diversity visible the volume adopts a global comparative perspective and examines historical
distinctions and differentiations in the west and beyond by examining different forms and modes of secularity in statu nascendi the
volume contributes to developing a better understanding of the diversity of secularities even of those found in the present day in
terms of their historicity and their specific path dependencies with this shift in perspective this special volume initiates a global and
historical turn in the theory of differentiation as well as in the study of secularity

the concept of religious freedom is the favoured modern human rights concept with which the modern world hopes to tackle the
phenomenon  of  religious  pluralism  as  our  modern  existence  in  an  electronically  shrinking  globe  comes  to  be  increasingly
characterised by this phenomenon to begin with the concept of religious freedom as embodied in article 18 of the universal
declaration of human rights seems self evident in nature it is the claim of this book however that although emblematic on the one
hand the concept is also problematic on the other and the implications of the concept of religious freedom are far from self evident
despite the ready acceptance the term receives as embodying a worthwhile goal this book therefore problematizes the concept
along legal constitutional ethical and theological lines and especially from the perspective of religious studies so that religious
freedom in the world could be enlarged in a way which promotes human flourishing

william j meyer engages in critical and illuminating conversation with major figures in contemporary philosophy and theology in
order to explain why theology has been marginalized in modern culture and why modernity has had such difficulty integrating
religion and public life wrestling with notable philosophers like macintyre and stout and theologians such as gustafson hauerwas
porter milbank and reinhold niebuhr meyer argues that theology must embrace modernity s formal commitments to public and
democratic discourse while simultaneously challenging its substantive postmetaphysical outlook drawing on the philosophical
perspectives of whitehead and hartshorne and the theologies of ogden and gamwell he concludes that a process metaphysical
theology offers the most promising path for theology to regain a vital public voice in the world of the twenty first century
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