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globalization has taken the world by storm and has facilitated the
unprecedented migrations of the peoples of this world whether we like
it or not we will meet foreigners 1in our communities schools
universities buses and other public places but when people migrate
they take their religions with them if people of different religious
traditions are to live side by side amicably interfaith dialogue
becomes imperative but for people to be able to speak about their own
religions with enlightenment and listen to other people s religious
beliefs with respect they must have some basic knowledge of how faiths
and believers operate because for some people religion is inseparably
intertwined with their economics politics and everyday lives this book
clearly and concisely introduces religious studies to the reader it
makes a strong case for the guest and study of world religions and
explores the challenges controversies and methodological issues in the
study of religions it also explores other pertinent religious issues
such as beliefs rituals myths sacredness morality the problem of evil
and interreligious dialogue although written from a classroom
perspective this book can be useful to any reader who would like to
acquire knowledge of religious issues

the sacred heart is as simeon prophesied of jesus himself signum cui
contradicetur like the title of his blessed mother who is in very
truth mother of god it has drawn to itself all the assaults of heresy
for it is a divine test of faith in the mystery of the word made flesh
ut revelentur ex multis cordibus cogitationes those who have trusted
with a yearning hope that the faith of englishmen in the incarnation
at least was firm and clear were saddened and silenced when the
pilgrimage to paray le monial elicited from some of the highest
sources of the established religion a profession of simple
nestorianism it was then that the first fifty pages in this book were
published having been out of print for some time they are now
reprinted as the doctrinal foundation of all that follows the devotion
0of the sacred heart has two aspects the one as the centre of all dogma
the other as the source of the deepest devotion in this latter aspect
it reveals to us the personal love of our divine redeemer towards each
and every one for whom he died it is a manifestation of his pity
tenderness compassion and mercy to sinners and to penitents
nevertheless its chief characteristic and its dominant note 1is his
disappointment at the returns we make to him for his love and above
all his divine displeasure at the faults and sins of those who are
specially consecrated at his service he seems to be sadly upbraiding
us with the three doubting questions which he put to peter lovest thou
me and to be looking upon us as he turned and looked on him when he
had thrice denied his master into this part of the devotion of the
sacred heart 1 have not ventured it has already been treated so
profusely by others and by many of whom i have only to learn it is in
itself so deep and intimately related to the personal life and mind of
each that 1 have always felt it better to use but few suggestive words
rather than to draw out devotional acts which to the writer are no
doubt spontaneous natural and real but to the reader may be a burden
like saul s armour to david in the following pages therefore i have
intentionally confined myself to the dogmatic side of the devotion and
for the following reasons i believe firmly that when divine truth is
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fully and duly apprehended it generates devotion that one cause of
shallowness in the spiritual life is a superficial apprehension of the
dogma of the incarnation and that one divine purpose in the
institution and diffusion of the devotion of the sacred heart in these
last times 1is to reawaken in the minds of men the consciousness of
their personal relation to a divine master he has foretold the dimness
and coldness of these latter days the son of man when he cometh shall
he find think you faith on the earth s luke xviii 8 because iniquity
hath abounded the charity of many shall grow cold s matt xxiv 12 in
that day the disciples of the sacred heart at least will know whom
they have believed

experiences of the sacred introductory readings in religion provides
students with a curated compilation of articles written on the
different religious traditions the articles provide students with
valuable insight into the particular worldviews and beliefs of each
religion the text provides an overview of seven religious traditions
which are organized into three major categories dharmic traditions
hinduism and buddhism chinese traditions confucianism and daoism and
abrahamic traditions judaism christianity and islam the readings on
the religions are introduced by material on the cultures in which they
were created providing students with rich historical and cultural
context followed by overviews essays and descriptions of each
tradition suggestions for further reading and reflection questions
throughout the text encourage additional exploration and consideration
of the material providing students with a critical knowledge base of
major religious traditions experiences of the sacred is an ideal
textbook for foundational courses in world religion

disenchantment is a key term in the self understanding of modernity
but what exactly do we mean when we use this concept what was its
original meaning when max weber introduced it and can the conventional
meaning or max weber s view really be defended given the present state
of knowledge about the history of religion this book is an attempt to
divest this concept of its enduring enchantment the first chapters of
the book deal with the three empirical disciplines history psychology
and sociology of religion to develop an understanding of religion that
then lays the groundwork for what is presented in chapter 4 namely the
most thorough study of weber s views on disenchantment that has ever
been undertaken it turns out that weber s use was highly ambiguous and
that his grand narrative leading from the prophets of ancient Jjudaism
to the crisis of meaning on the eve of the first world war collapses
when we recognize this ambiguity this makes it possible to construct
an alternative that takes into account the dynamics of ever new
sacralizations their normative evaluation in the light of the wvalues
of a universalist morality and the dangers of the misuse of religion
in connection with the formation of power this book constitutes a
challenge for believers and non believers alike

the mass is an extraordinary musical form whereas other western art
music genres from medieval times have fallen out of favour the mass
has not merely survived but flourished a variety of historical forces
within religious secular and musical arenas saw the mass expand well
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beyond its origins as a cycle of medieval chants become concertised
and ultimately bifurcate even as western societies moved away from
their christian origins to become the religiously plural and
politically secular societies of today and the church itself moved in
favour of congregational singing composers continued to compose masses
by the early twentieth century two forms of mass existed the
liturgical mass composed for church services and the concert mass
composed for secular venues spanning two millennia the origins and
ascendancy of the concert mass outlines the origins and meanings of
the liturgical texts defines the concert mass explains how and why the
split occurred and provides examples that demonstrate composers
gradual appropriation of the genre as a vehicle for personal
expression on serious issues by the end of the twentieth century the
concert mass had become a repository for an eclectic range of
theological and political ideas

this book is neither a deriding of the worldly profane nor a splitting
up of reality into a supposedly unholy realm over against one which
alone 1is consecrated to god but something which threatens to be
forgotten to disappear from the memory of man is fixed upon here
namely that in this world which is given us as our life s environment
not only does the striving to take care of our daily needs possess an
obvious right as well the marketplace the economy scholarly research
etc but in their very midst there is something in the fullest sense
beyond our daily concerns god s tent among men the sanctuary where set
off from the round of daily work the bodily presence of the eternal
logos become man is honored and celebrated

the real mound builders of north america takes the standard position
that the cultural communities of the late woodland period hiatus when
little or no transregional monumental mound building and ceremonialism
existed were the linear cultural and social ancestors of the
communities responsible for the monumental earthworks of the unique
mississippian ceremonial assemblage and further these late woodland
communities were the direct linear cultural and social descendants of
those communities responsible for the great hopewellian earthwork
mounds and embankments and its associated unique ceremonial assemblage
byers argues that these communities persisted largely unchanged in
terms of their essential social structures and cultural traditions
while varying only in terms of their ceremonial practices and their
associated sodality organizations that manifested these deep
structures this continuist historical trajectory view stands in
contrast to the current dominant evolutionary view that emphasizes
abrupt social and cultural discontinuities with the hopewellian
ceremonial assemblage and earthworks mounds and embankments

over 600 years before the revelations of divine mercy to st faustina
and over 300 years before the revelations of the sacred heart to st
margaret mary alacoque there were the revelations of the sacred heart
to st mechtilde 1241 1298 a benedictine nun and friend of st gertrude
the great lovers of the devotion to the sacred heart of jesus will
find many similarities between these and the other apparition where
god has shared the mystery of the sacred heart with mankind though
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there is no evidence that she was familiar with st mechtilde s
writings most importantly our lord speaks on topime of great
importance in the practice of the devout life the divine office
frequent confession and communion and so forth these divine
revelations also greatly influenced the poet dante when he wrote his
divine comedy

a vibrant critical exchange between contemporary art and christianity
is being increasingly prompted by an expanding programme of art
installations and commissions for ecclesiastical spaces rather than
religious art reflecting christian ideology current practices
frequently initiate projects that question the wvalues and traditions
of the host space or present objects and events that challenge its
visual conventions in the light of these developments this book asks
what conditions are favourable to enhancing and expanding the
possibilities of church based art and how can these conditions be
addressed what viable language or strategies can be formulated to
understand and analyse art s role within the church focusing on
concepts drawn from anthropology comparative religion art theory
theology and philosophy this book formulates a lexicon of terms built
around the notion of encounter in order to review the effective uses
and experience of contemporary art in churches the author concludes
with the prognosis that art for the church has reached a critical and
decisive phase in its history testing the assumption that contemporary
art should be a taken for granted element of modern church life art
and the church a fractious embrace uniquely combines conceptual
analysis critical case studies and practical application in a rigorous
and inventive manner dealing specifically with contemporary art of the
past twenty five years and the most recent developments in the church
s policies for the arts
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